TO 


Fer the Guide to Holiness. 
WITNESS OF TITE SPIRIT. 


Tits subject is, confessedly, one of the greatest importance, involving both the 
happiness and the stability of the believer; for how car he be happy who is in 


doubt of his acceptance ? How can he acquire a valuable and permanent — 


Christian character, who builds upon a conjectural, or uncertain foundation ? 
He may have experienced a real change of heart, and be never so sincere, yet 
if his mind is beclouded and his enjoyments vacillating, his progress will be 
slow and his usefulness curtailed. 

We belicve this state of unreliable experience is more frequent than some 
suppose, and that it is the cause of the downfall of many who, getting into 
darkness, cast away their confidence in despair. 

Desiring to meet such cases, I have long been inclined to write something 
on this subject, but have hesitated, hitherto, lest, on so important a subject, I 
should not express myself with sufficient clearness to prevent misapprehension, 
and sufficient force to do good. I have at length conceived it my duty to pre- 
sent these views on the general subject, designing to follow this with two other 
short articles, one on the Witness of Sanctification, and one on the Fruits of the 

The Apostle Paul says, “The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit 
that we are the children of God;” and the Apostle John says, “ Hereby we 
know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us.” But how is 
it that the Spirit witnesseth? Doth he speak with an audible voice? No! 
That would be witnessing to ourears, Does he address any of our bodily 
senses? No! But he bearcth witness with our spirits. And, since his wit- 
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ness is with our Spirits, how is his testimony recognized by us? This is the 
point of difficulty. For the idea of witnessing which is first received, and 
always most strongly impressed on the mind, is that of oral testimony, or some- 
; thing equally indubitable. And this difficulty is enhanced in consequence of 
the indiscreet manner in which some religious teachers describe the witness ; 
who, in fear, as they have said, “ of daubing with untempered mortar,” incul- 
cate a sentiment which Jeads the inquirer to expect a bodily change, or sensa- 
sation of some kind, but unlike any other which he has experienced; or else 
they describe the mental changes and exercises which the inquirer may expect 
to experience, In a manner so unlike the various and diversified exercises of 
‘mind which thousands pass through, that many who had acquired a good confi- 
dence, are thrown into doubts, and darkness, and unbelief. 
) We return to the question—How are we to know when the Spirit bears witness 
} " with our Spirits that we are the children of God 2 
_ Now we remark that the presence and operations of the Holy Spirit cannot 
be known by the bodily senses, except, possibly, in rare instances, or when the 
fruit declares them. Nor, indeed, can they be known by any mental faculty, 
except consciousness. Our consciousness nakes us acquainted with the opera- 
tions of our minds, and with any changes that take place in our minds, or affee- 
tions, or feelings of whatever kind. ‘Thus we are conscious of love to God in 
a high or low degree, or of the absence of it — of trust in him, or of unbelief — 
of a full and entire reliance upon lis promises, or of a reluctance to embrace 
them. ‘This consciousness is a simple feeling, and amounts to certain knowl- 
edge, though it is indescribable. : 
The work of grace in the heart, and “ Tis abiding in us,” are known “ by the 
Spirit which he has given us.” And we freely acknowledge that every good 
emotion, desire and purpose, are of the Divine Spirit, as well as the more ad- 
vanced states of Christian experience; yet we may, nay we must be conscious 
of these exercises, or successive states of feeling. And this consciousness 
must be to us a proof positive of the facts which it respects. When under the 
exercise of that “ godly sorrow that worketh repentance,” are we not entirely 
conscious of that state of fecling? Do we need any one to tell us, or any ar- 
gument to convince us of our sincerity? And if we have passed from that 
state into the liberty of the children of God, is it not a matter of knowledge 
with us that we had such exercises, and that we obtained deliverance by be- 
lieving in Jesus Christ, and receiving him as our Savior? We know that we 
desired religion, that we sought pardon through the Redcemer’s merits, that we 
did believe and were saved. If we know these things, do we need any proof to 
establish them? Thus much for the past. But salvation is present. Well 
now, if we are children of God, we are conscious of sustaining this relation, 


h a | _ “We have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear, but the spirit of 
Al , adoption, whereby we cry Abba, Father.” We are conscious of possessing 
re . 4 those feelings and exercises of mind and experience that are ascribed to the 
im children of God. “We love God because he first loved us and gave himself 
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for us.” “We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love 
the brethren.” We are conseions «f preferring the service of God and the 
conipany of ius children, and of making his love the rule of our lives. I do 
not mean here to affinn that we do thoroughly conform thereto; but that we 
are conscious of a sincere desire and fixed intention to please God in our do- 
mestic, and social, and religious relations, and in our thouelhts, desires, affee- 
tions and voutions, by which we expect practically to exemplify the precepts of 
lis word and the sincerity of our profession. 

More than this, there are occasions when we are sensible of power with God 
In preyer; when the melting. influences of his Spirit evidences our communion 
with the Father and the Son: when we obtain strength successfully to resist 
temptation. Now with a consciousness of this experience do we want any 
other evidence to conlirm us in the belief that we are adopted into God’s , 
family ? and of our present acceptance through the beloved: «Te that be- 
leveth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself” Surely we know if we 
belicve, and the’ inspired declaration is, that such have the witness in themselves. 
The witness is there, and there it is to be sought. 

“The Spirit,” says the pious Burkitt, © testifies by laying down marks of trial 
in the Holy Seriptures, by working such Uraces Wy US as are peculiar to the 
children of God, and by helping us to discover this work in our own souls more 
clearly and evidently ; and this is done, not by sudden impulses and immediate 
inspirations, but the Spirit witnesses ina way of argumentation, ‘Thus, who- 
ever repents, believes and obeys the Gospel, says the Scripture, shall be saved ; 
but the Spirit helps us to sce that we do so, and accordingly enables us to infer 
that we shall be saved.” 

“The Spirit itself,’ says the Apostle, “beareth witness with our Spirits that 
we are the clildren of God.” But we think it safe to say that in respect to 
manner wid the degree of assurance infused, the witnessing of the Spirit is by 
no mewns uniform, and that it is rarely of an impulsive, or sudden character ; 
yet in its nafure is unyarying, and always such as to assure the subject of it of 
his interest in the Redeemer’s blood, and generally of lis present acceptance 
with God. We would therefore caution the young in experience, and others, 
against expecting a supernatural revelation to assure them’ of being ina state 
of grace. We would eaution them against determining their own state by 
colparing their experience with the peculiar experience of others. We would 
guard them against discouragement on account of short-comings and imper- 
fections which they detect in themselves. And, finally, would admonish all, 
“Cast not away your confidence” —“ Stand fast whereunto you have at- 
tuined”-—* Leave the first principles of the doctrine of Christ and go on to 
perfection.” © [He thal Leleveth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself.” 


“Tfany man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.” 


it 
e 
| 
i 
@ 
th 
| 
; 
| 
F 
i 
| 


28 GUIDE TO HOLINESS. | 


For the Guide to Holiness. 


TO SEEKERS OF HOLINESS. 


Are you, then, a child of God? [fave you received “ the 
washing of regeneration,’ and “the adoption of a son?” Then 
you may with assurance and unwavering confidence ery, “ Abba, 
Mather,’ and trust a faithful Lord. But do you not feel ** the roots 
of bitterness” springing up and troubling your — Ts all enmity sub- 
dued?) Are not inbred corruptions stirring within your heart, 
ready ‘to bring you into bondage to the law of sin and death?” 
Do you sensibly feel the foul leprosy of sin, the dire disease, and 
the malady from which you have not been fully saved, and which 
the Spirit of Health alone can remove? Are you * earnestly 
groaning to be set free” from the bondage of sorrow, fear and 
sin?) Do you want the witness that all you do is nght: Do you 
want Christ with his life and righteousness and purity brought in ? 

Have you asked believing, and continued to ask, desire and trust 
to be delivered from all unrighteousness,” through the precious 
blood of the new covenant of grace: Is the language of your soul, 


“(), for a lowly, contrite heart, 
Believing, true, and clean! 
~ A heart in every thought renew’d 
And full of love divine; 
Perfect and right, and pure, and good, 
A copy, Lord, of thine ? ” | 


Then, beloved, come to the waters of life, “believe and thou 
shalt be saved.” Look to the bleeding cross, all stained with hal- 
lowed blood; see the atoning victim slain, * behold the Lamb of 
God,’ behold and live. Wave faith in God.” 


“ Beheye on him, thou canst not fail, 
Make «ll thy wants and wishes known.” 


But you must believe first, there is such an attainment. For 
proof, refer to Matt. v. 48, Coll. i, 22, 28, Heb. xi. 14, 1 John, 1. 
7, 9, and various other passages of the sacred Scriptures. “It is 
His will even your sanctification.” —“ Be ye holy, for Jam holy.” 
‘Let Christ dwell in your heart richly in all wisdom, that you may 
know the love of Christ that passeth knowledge, that you may be 
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TO SEEKERS OF HOLINESS. 29 
filled with all the full ess of God.” the attainment of Chris- 
tian Jloliness is lucadly set forth by the glowing pen of inspiration, 

But you must, be ve it is atlainable. Sce John xiv. 


13. 23 24. 1 Thess. ti, 13. 16.18.23. Seek 
shall find.’ W ver Mince veask of me, believing, all 
receive. = aithful is he who hath called you, Who also wil 
it.’ Exoch enjoyed the blessing of perfeet grace. He walked 
with God, and all he did pleased God, Job was a perfect man, 
and had the direct approval of heaven. Job, 1.3, 1.3. David for 
many years after Ins restoration, lived in the direct: smiles of the 
Lord. Hear him break forth in the joyful) strains of praise and 
devotion throughout writings. Twill serve the Lord,” said 
he,“ with a perfect heart and a willing mind.” Paul, also, en- 
joyed it; see Romvin. 388, 39. And scores and thousands, blessed 
be God, in all generations, to the lasting joy of their souls, have 
triumphed im his redec ming grace, and have experienced the truth 
of this blessed reality, * Believe thou on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou shalt be saved.” : 
But you must also seek it with your whole heart. It is an en- 
tire regeneration of the heart, and will require your whole service ; 
your soul and body, yes your all, must be presented upon the altar 
of sacrifice. This is but your reasonable service. God will accept 
of it, and crown you with all his life of love. © Thou shalt serve the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all sa soul, with all thy 
might, and with all thy streng th.’ In order to do this, you must 
look unto Jesus; Heb. xii. 2. Mere belief that it isattamable, wall 
not bring down the blessing to your possession. ‘The prodigal son 
believed that there was bread enough and to spare in his father’s: 
house, while he was feeding on husks. But what would this con- 
victon have availed him had he not come to the resolution, + [ will 
arise and go tomy fathers and what hus belief and resolution, 
had he not put the resolve into execution 7 Exertion is ne cessary, 
We must contend lawlully and earnestly, Can we attain any ob- 
ject of desire without using means adapted to the end in view ? 
Suller, then, a word of exhortation. Give all diligence to se- 
cure what the TLoly Spirit has caused you to desire. Let your cry 
be continually to the Lord, that your soul may be filled with per- 
feet peace, with perfect love. Be enc ouraged ; for the promise is, 
and ye shall receive.” You have ‘an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” [le has said,» If ye shall 
ask any thing in my name, Twill doit.” Ask, O! ask, that your 
Joy may be full! “Add to your faith virtue,” and all the Chris- 
tian graces. * Love not the world, nor the things j in the world.’ 
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30 GUIDE TO HOLINESS, 


“Watch unto prayer.’ “ Pray without ceasing,” and you will 
goon “rejoice evermore, and in every thing give thanks.’ Set 
high your standard of picty—not higher nor tow er than the Bible. 
Seek with all your hearts ihe mind that was in Christ Jesus. O! 
press into the kingdom of grace! ‘Throw your all upon Christ. 
and at the bleeding cross believingly cry, 


Jesus, my only hope, thy blood can cleanse 
My deepest stains, and purify my soul 
From all its native and contracted guilt ; 
In that clear fountain of immortal life 
Let me be cleansed and thoroughly sanctified.” 


Wait not to become better ; God will prepare thy way: ‘ it 1 
” come as you are ; then, Lord, 


“T come a helpless, miserable wretch, 
And throw myself and all my future hopes 
On mercy infinite ; reject me not, 
Thou Savior of the sinful race of man.” 


Thus coming unto Christ, thus hoping in his redeeming mercy. 
thus believing, thou shalt be joyfully restored to thy unsinning state, 
and live “a hfe hid with Christ in God.” * Blessed are they who 
hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled.” 
« Call upon me, and | will answer, and show thec great and mighty 
things which thou hast not known.” 

Of all others [ have most reason to thank God and take courage 
for the “ ereat things done for me, whereof [ am glad.’ He has 
kept my soul in perfect peace, He has brought me into a large 
place. He has defended me from the fowler’s snare. He has 
quelled every foe, He has brought me into the house of feasting. 
* He is altogetherlovely.” “ We will take the cup of salvation, and 
call upon his name.” — Never have I enjoyed so much in religion 
as since the 26th of last January. That was, and ever will be, a 
memorable day to me. It was then I fully believed with the heart 
unto salvation. ‘The kingdom of God ts indeed, “ righteousness, 
peace and joy in the Floly Ghost.” Praise God forever for it. 

fle is all, Lam nothing, ‘The glory of my salvation, from first 
to last, shall be ascribed to God alone. It is not of us, it is not of 

works ; ; therefore, the glory shall be “unto Him who hath loved 
- us, and given himself for us.” It is now my chiof desire, my ear- 
nest prayer, that all might be saved ; that all Christians might strive | 
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fora deeper work of grace in their hearts. “Tam ready to tes- 
tify to the world that the Lord has blessed my sonl beyond my 
hichest expectations, People may eall this blessing by what name 
they please,—faith of assurance, holiness, perfect lore, sanctifi- 
cation,—it matters not with me whether they give it a name or no 
name, it continues a blessed reality, and, thanks to my heavenly 
Father, it is my privilege to enjov it; it " yours also, and. the 
privilege of ell, to enjoy the same, and to go far beyond any 
thing | have vet experienced, O! come inst now to God, fully 
and believingly ,and you soon shall © know that love of Christ which 
passeth knowledge, and be filled with all the fullness of God.” 
Then shall ve know that “ virtue’s prize is 

What nothing earthly gives nor can destroy, 

‘The soul’s pure sunshine, and the heartfelt joy.” 


Yours in Christ, 


J. W. 
Urbana, O., Jan., 1846. 


For the Guide to Holiness. 


“LORD, THOU WAST BE EN OUR DW ELLING PLACE n 
GENERATIONS.” 


T went remember the time when these words of the Psalmist 
were applied to my heart with so much power and sweetness as to 
fill it with *‘joy unspeakable and full of glory. [had long been 
enabled to © read my title Gear to mansions in the skies,” and re- 
joiced to be lie veand call myself a pilgrim and sojourner to % a 
land of rest.’ | 

Feeling, as U did, that this world was not my home, and being 
exposed to its trials and temptations, [ace uistomed myself to draw 
much of my consolation from = my hopes ef a better, Yea, I in- 
duleed myself j in the most ardent and incessant longings for a re- 
lease from earth, that might be present with the Lord.” It is 
reasonable, T would say, that a ehild in a strange and foreign land, 
care-worn and oppressed, should: anxiously desire to arrive at his 
father’s house. It is neht that the tempest- -tossed mariner look 
and long for his desired haven. So may J, assailed and afflicted 
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32 GUIPE TO HOLINESS. 

as Lam, away from my Father's house, with no continuing city or 
abiding place, long to take pessession of the promised inheritance, 
a © house not made with hands,” 

It was at such a time as this, that my eye fell upon the declara- 
tion of the Psalmist, ** Lord thou hast been our dwelling place in all 
venerations.”  Inamoment [ seized the precious truth, God is 
my dwelling place, the home of my soul. L had long known [im 
as acoverl from the storm and tempest, a refuge in the day of 
trouble, and a strong fower when assailed and pursued by the en- 
emy ; but now I found Him a calm and peaceful abiding place. 
To be sure, [ do not sce him as he is, nor enjoy the full fruition of 
his immediate presence, and still look upward to the city that hath 
foundations, as the place where my hopes and blessedness will be 
consummated. Yet all within is quiet. No impatient longings, 
no restless desires disturb the deep tranquility of my soul. | know 
to depart and be with Christ would be far better ; yet with God 
for my dwelling place Lam satisfied ; with such a home, I can pa- 
tiently, calmly, yea, joyfully, wait “all the days of my appointed 
time, till my change come, 


A Baptist. 


For the Guide to Holiness, 


SECOND LETTER OF MADAME GUYON TO FENELON, 


TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH, 


[Ir can hardly be necessary to say, that Fenelon, Archbtshon of Cambray, 
was one of the most distinguished men of the seventeenth century. His writ- 
ings exert a great influence to the present day. Ile is especially an object of 
interest to us, however, in consequence of being a strong advocate, with some 
peculiarities of views, perhaps, of the doctrine of present sane tification. | 


— 1682, 

I did myself the honor to write to you yesterday morning. I mentioned the 
interest which my soul felt for yours. That interest still continues. So deeply 
absorbing has been the application of my soul to God on your account, that I 
have slept but little during the past night. And at this moment I can give an 
idea of my state only by saying, that my spirit, in the interest which it feels for 
your entire renovation, burns and consumes itself within me. 

I have an inward conviction, that the obstacle, which has hitherto separated 
you from God, is diminishing and passing away. Certain it is, that my soul 
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LETTER OF MADAME GUYON. 33 
begins to feel a spiritual likeness and union with yours, which it has not pre- 
viously felt. God appears to be making me a mediuin of communicating good 
to yourself, and to be imparting to my soul, graces, which are ultimately des- 
tined to reach and to bless yours. It may not be improper to say, however, 
that, while he is blessing and raising you in one direction, he seems to be 
doing that, which may be the means of profitable humiliation in another, by 
making a woman, and one so unworthy as myself, the channel of communicat- 
ing his favors. But T too must be willing to be where God has placed me, and 
not refuse to be an insirument in his hands. He assigns me my work. And 
my work is to be an instrument. And it is because T aman instrament, which 
he employs as he pleases, that he will not let me go. Nevertheless, he makes 
me happy in being his prisoner. Tle holds me incessantly, and still more 
strongly than ever, in his presenee. And my business there is to present you 
before him, that his will may be accomplished in you. And T cannot doubt, 
that the will of God is showing itse]f in merey, and that you are entering into 
union with lim, because I find, that my own soul, which has already ex- 
perienced this union, is entering into union with you through Aga; and in such 
a manner as no one can well explain, who has not had the experience of it. 

I have strong confidence in the opinions, which from tine to time, [express 
to you. These opinions, as I cannot doubt, are formed under the inward guid- 
ance of the Holy¢Spirit; but still they have all the appearance of being purely 
nalural operations of the human mind, What TI mean to say, is, that my mind 
does not form its conclusions by the extraordinary methods of dreams, inward 
voices, and spiritual lights of such a nature that they are not reconcilable with 
the ordinary operations of the mind. Such sourees of development and knowl- 
edge, speaking in no unfavorable terms, and allowing all that belongs to them, 


are liable to be misunderstood and to lead persons astray. My mind, divested 


of selfishness, and existing in simplicity and purity, is in that position, which is 
Inost certain to receive the secret inspirations of an inward divine guidance, 
without those doubtful aids, which have been referred to, and which belong to 
a lower degree of religious experience, So easy, so natural, so prompt are the 
decisions of the sanctified soul on all moral and religious subjects, that it seems 
to reach its conclusions infutlively. And if sucha person is asked for the rea- 
son of the opinion, which he gives, it is not always easy for him to anilyze his 
mental operations and to give it. At the same time, he retains great confidence 
in the opinion itself, as being the true voice of God in the soul, although it may 
not be an audible one. And [T have found that God, in a very remarkable man- 
ner, bears witness to and verilies the conclusions which he thus forms in holy 
souls, 

I would not have any one infer from what has been said, that T suppose souls, 
which have passed through the death of miture, are infallible. ‘There are va- 
rious inquiries, (those for instance of a purely natural or scientific character,) in 
which they are lable to err as well as others, But it is still true, that God 


teaches holy souls, And we may reasonbly and confidently expect, that He 
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34 GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


will not permit those, who are in renovation and true simplicity of spirit, to fall 
into.errors on moral and religious subjects, which will be to themselves spirit- 
ually hurtful. | 

I express inyself fully and freely to you; but I do not to everybody. There 
are some persons who are not in a state which corresponds with mine 3 and 
therefore there are some things I might say, which they would not be in a situ- 
ation to understand, Your situation is different. Looking to God for guidance, 
I have no doubt that he will give me that, which it will be proper and necessary 
tosay to you. Perhaps, even in your case, comparatively favorable as it is, 
there may be a difficuly in fully understanding every thing at present. Permit 
ine, therefore, to request, that you will remember the suggestions I make, in 
the full confidence that you will appreciate their application and their truth af 
some future time. You will see things, I have no doubt, taking place in their 
appointed time and order: and you will see it in such a manner as to furnish to 
you an evidence, that God is making use of one so small and so unworthy as 
myself, as a means of co:mmunicating his mercy and of accomplishing his de- 
signs upon you. | 
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This instrumentality, which may be applied to some extent when we are ata 
distance froin each other, cannot fail to be beneficial, provided there is a propor 
correspondence on your part. Do not be deceived. Do not regard this humble 
instrumentality a useless thing. It is certainly no unreasonable thing that God 
requires of you a humble, teachable spirit, as oae of those forms of experience, 
which are involved in your entire loss and union in him. Be so humble and 
childlike as to submit to the dishonor, if such it may be called, of receiving 
blessings from God through one so poor and unworthy as myself; and thus the 
grace of my heart, flowing into yours, our souls shall become like two rivers, 
mingling in one channel, and flowing on together to the ocean. Receive then 
this poor heart, since God wills it to be so. The pride of nature, in one in your 
situation, will ery out against it; but remember that the grace of God is mag- 
nified through the weakness of the instrumentality he employs. Accept this 
method in entire contentment and abandonment of spirit, (as T have no doubt 
that you will,) simply because God wills it. And be entirely assured, that God 
will bless his own instrumentality, in granting every thing which will be ne- 
cessary to you. 
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I close by repeating the deep sympathy and correspondence of spirit, which 
T have with you. Jeanne Maria B. De La Morus Guyon. 


WHENEVER we propose to change our situation in life, by establishing 
Some new relations, or by entering into some new business, it becomes, 
first of all, a most important religious duty, to lay all our thoughts and 
plans before our ITeavenly Father for his approbation. Otherwise it 1s 
possible, and even probable, that we shall be found running the immense 
risk of moving in our own wisdom and out of God’s wisdom, in = our 


own order and out of God’s order, for our own ends and out of God's 
ends. — Upham. : 
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For the Guide to Holinesa, 


[MapAME GUyON was imprisoned about ten years in the Bastile and other 
French prisons. During this period she employed herself chietly in writing. 
Her Life, four volumes of Poems, and other writings, were the result. The 
following is a translation of one of her Poems. It illustrates her state of mind 
in her afflictions. | 


ALITTLE BIRD AM: 


A bird I am, 

Shut from the fields of air ; 
And in my eage I sit and sing 

To Him, who placed me there ; 


Well pleas’d-a prisoner to be, 


- 


Because, my God, it pleases Thee. 


Noucht have I else to do; 
I sing the whole day long; 

And Ile, whoin most I leve to please, 
Doth listen to my song; 


He caught and bound my wandering wing, 
But still he bends to hear ime sing. 


Thou hast an ear to hear; 
A heart to love and bless; 
And, though my notes were cer so rude, 
Thou wouldst not hear the less. 
Because Thou knowest, as they fall, 
That love, sweet love, inspires them all. 


My cage confines me round ; i 
Abroad T cannot fly ; 

But, though my wing is closely bound, 
My heart’s at liberty. 

My prison walls cannot control 


a The flight, the freedom of the soul. ' 


Oh, it is good to soar, 
~. These bolts and bars above, 
: To Him, whose purpose I adore ; 
Whose providence. love ; 
And in Thy mighty will to find kK 
s The joy, the freedom of the mind. ; 
| 
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We copy the following from the New York Evangelist, not for the sake of the 
inflections of a letter, but for the great doctrine of Holiness which it inculcates, 


THE LETTER C 


Is not without its interest to one who is disposed to trace out 
some of its inflections. If sucha process can be connected with — 
spiritual improvement, Why not attempt it? Tlere is 2 specimen. 
The argument shall respect the moral and spiritual condition of 
man. ‘This is represented under a great variety of figures. He 
is in a state of Captivity to sin and Satan. Anda bitter bondage 
itis. It is called the bondage of Corruption. It is nothing less 
than the Carnal mind, “ which is death,” and is always accom- 
panied with that © ondemnation which belongs to those who are 
not “in Christ Jesus,” for “he that believeth not is condemned 
already.” On such the Curse of the law takes full effect, for their 
sins are “ red like Crimson,” even glaring with what has some- 
times been called * the color of murder,” aye, self-murder, for 
what suicide can be equal to that of the soul! To the truth of all 
this, Conscience, that faithful sentinel in the inner temple of the 
soul, testifies, accusing or else excusing men according to their re- 
spective merits. Sometines the waywardness of sinful) man can 
be corrected only by the severest’ providential Chastisements, and 
though they are * not joyous, but grievous,” yet by the blessing of 
God, they © bring forth the peaceable fruits of rig/itcousness in 
those that are exercised thereby.” It is thus indeed that multi- 
tudes of God's people are Chosen in the furnace of affliction, 
Called by divine grace with an effectual Calling, Converted from 
sin unto holiness, adopted into the family of Christ, and Clothed 
with the garments of his salvation. The Cross is now their glory. 
They are Crucified with Christ, and nevertheless they live, yet not 
they, but Christ liveth in them. And thus they Crue ify the flesh, 
with the affections and lusts thereof. They are soldiers, and must 
prove themselves good ones by “ enduring hardness” under the 
great Captain of their salvation, who will lead them on from vie- 
tory to victory, until at length they shall wear the Conqueror’s 
Crown, for * him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me on 
my throne, even as I also have overcome and am sct down with 
my Father on his throne.” Glorious Conflict, which shall issue 
in such a complete conquest ! 

Thus have the martyrs and Confessors, who loved not their lives 
unto death, been enabled to give thanks unto God who caused 
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them to triumph in Christ, and to make manifest the savor of his 
knowledge in every place. They entered into a perpetual Cove- 
nant wit th God, of which his beloved Son was the chosen and 
inaugurated Mediator. and under this divine Charter of their salva- 
tion, they drive a prosperous’ business for heaven, They push 
their interests towards that land of Canaan, where, at. the upper 
and the nether springs, the inhabitants thereof drink life and:bles- 
sedness. The Comforter dwells with them here, sanctifies and 


makes them meet to be partakers -of the inheritance of the saints. 


in light. Their Circumcision is of the spirit, not of the letter, 


whose praise is not of men, but of God, for in Christ Jesus neither 
circumcision availeth anything, nor uncircumeision, but a new 


Creature. Jlence that pertinent prayer, “Create in me a Clean 
heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” The new 
man is the workmanship of God. Eminently in this sense may 
the soul exclaim, ** lam fearfully and wonde rfully made!” TLow 
splendidly, too, is the soul, “Covered with the robe of rizhtcous- 
ness. 


By the pure Spirit of God we are Cleansed from all filthiness of 


the tlesh and the spirit, and go on unto the perfection of holiness. 
iverlasting Consolation and good hope through grace abound unto 
us. The spirit of Contentment succeeds to that of ¢ ‘omplaint, so 


that the believer * learns in whatsoever state he is, therewith to be — 


content.” His faith and hope are so firmly fixed on the Corner- 
stone—Jesus Christ himself—that they cannot be moved. He is 
a Companion of all them that fear God. [lis Communion and 
fellowship are with the Father and his Son Jesus Christ ; his Con- 
secration unto God is entire; his Conversation is in heaven; his 
Comforts are from heaven ; his Citizenship is with the saints here, 
till, with all other pilgrims and strangers, he shall arrive at that 
Letter Country * where the wicked cease from troubling and the 
weary are at rest.” He secketh a City which hath feindetions 

whose builder and maker 1s God, even that Zion “ out of which the 
perfection of beauty, God doth shine.” | A Child of God, his birth 
is heavenly, and he asks no higher privilege than to be enrolled in 
the family of God, to have his name written in heaven among the 
general assembly and Church of the first-born, while he sce he ho 
purer pleasure than to obe ‘y the Commandments of his great Re- 

deemer and Law-giver, which are not grievous. His beter be- 
comes the seat of olnabial Charity, and, roan by a Cloud of 
witnesses, he runs with patience the race set before him, ever 
keeping in view the Crown of righteousness that awaits him in 
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glory. And is this to bea Christian this! Verily, 
earth hath no glory to be compared with this. All this, and heaven 


forever ! J. N. D. 


For the Guide to Holiness. 


“PREELY YE WAVE RECEIVED, FREELY GIVE.” 


Pernars few, if any, are fully aware of their individual respon- - 
sibility to labor for the good of others. Those who “have tasted 
of the heavenly gift, and are made partakers of the Holy Ghost, 
and have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the 
world to come,” are under superior obligations. ‘To such ones God 
has delegated powers for usefulness little short of omnipotent. 
They may, through the influence of living faith and _ sanctified 
effort, subject the world to Christ. 

The design of this communication is to suggest to those readers 
of the “ Guide,’ who have experienced the blessing of “ perfect 
love,’ to maintain diligent personal effort to lead others into the 
enjoyment of the same inestimable blessing. ‘ Freely ye have re- 
ceived, freely give.” 

So far as the writer has been able to learn, a great portion of 
those who have experienced this great salvation, were instrumen- 
tally led to embrace it through the personal efforts of those who 
enjoyed it.* A person who understands it experimentally, can 
‘speak with thoughts that breathe, and words that burn,” while one 
who understands it only in theory will be more like a “ tinkling 
cymbal,” than a “ living epistle.” 


*There are two cases of this character in the January number of the Guide, 
and many more in some of the preceding numbers. 


For the Guide to Holiness. 


SANCTIFICATION BY FAITH. 


Leominster, Sept. 3, 1845, 13 P. M. 


TWELVE years ago, about this hour, I was in Portland, alone in 
my room. I had just opened a letter from an older brother. It 
contained words to this effect: “If ever you are entirely cleansed 
from sin, it must be by the Holy Spirit. You cannot do ihe work 
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SANCTIFICATION BY FAITH. 39 
and all that is requisite that it be done is faith. “And if faith = 
all, why not look to God now. as well as five, ten, or fifteen years 
hence. If it were of works, you might wait ; but it is of simple faith ; 
hence now is the time.’ 

Spreading the letter ina chair by the side of which | was stand- 
ing, [ resolved to see if this was so. Relying implicitly on God, I 
bowed for a blessing ; but hardly had my knees tone hed the Roos 
when [le imparted his Holy Spirit as [had never felt it: betore. 
I did not at that time understand with sufficient clearness the sub- 
ject of Holiness to know, assuredly, that this was the blessing I 
sought. But the experience of twelve years has, L trust, put this 
beyond a doubt. Lo will not attempt to describe my feelings at 
that moment: should [, it would only be to fail. T think I felt a 
more distinet change th: ui T did even at that hour when, four years 
previous, God adopted meas his child. Yet it was not because had 
backslidden ; on the contrary, | was, at that time, more than ordi- 
narily favore d with the witness of my aeceptanee with God. For 
weeks, also, | had been seeking to be entire ‘ly sanctified, but failed 
for want of light. Now that the light had come, [ was enabled to 
see, to ask, and to receive; and through the influence of that 
blessed means of grace, band meetings, | was also assisted to re 
tain and enjoy the blessing for years. 

During the winter of 1236-7, my evidence became obscured, if 
not lost. This was at Middletown, It was now the third of Feb- 
ruary. About a dozen of us were in the Methodist church, pray- 
ing and talking on this great subject of Holiness. It was 12 0’clock, 
and we were about. to separate. Brother C. K. 'T. stood in the 
altar, describing his ice lings in reference to this blessing, Among 
other things he said, © I feel like the man im the Gospel, who cried 

out, ‘Lord L believe, help thou my unbelief?” Iinmediately my 
soul exclaime ‘d, «© Help thou my unbelief,” and looking to God for 
aid, { again trusted to the blood of Christ. and felt assured * [ffs 
blood eleanseth thee from all sin.” 

From that time my soul has had abundant cause for thanksgiv- 
ingand praise to God, that he has granted me the almost uninter- 
rupted token of his favor. "True, the evidence has not been at al 
times equally vivid, but as iny soul was first blessed by faith, so it 
has been enabled to live by faith, and under the darkest see to: 
look up and say, * It must still be sunshine with God, | will not 
dowt;”’ and thus it has proved. Weeping has frequently en- 
dured for the maht, but joy has come in the morning; so that my 
faith has learned to say, 
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“Thee will I love, my joy, my crown; 
Thee will I love, my Lord, my God; 
Thee will I love, beneath thy frown, 
Or smile, ‘Thy sceptre, or Thy rod ; 
What though my flesh and heart decay ; 
Thee will 1 love through endless day.” 


a. 


Per the Guide to Holiness, 
“THE UNCTION MAKES THE PREACHER.” 


Ir was during a season of peculiarly gracious manifestation of 
the presence of God, when the feelings ofa little company of Chris- 
tians were drawn out in prayer for their preacher, that the above 
expression dropped from the lips of a deeply pious sister. It struck 
me with peculiar force. Not because it was new, however, but 
because my heart was in one of those tender frames which predis- 
pose to conviction from such remarks. [ thought of it much at the 
time, and have since revolved it frequently in my mind. “ The 
unction makes the preacher.’ ‘The sister could not have meant it 
precluded the necessity of an ordinary understanding at least, for 
she could not have forgotten that the ‘*unction”’ of old was not 
poured on the head of a man with a blemish upon his body, much 
less could the Gospel service admit a minister without mental 
ability to have “ understanding in all things”? pertaining to his 
high calling. Nor could she mean that the unction set aside the 
necessity of literary and scientific knowledge. She possessed a 
piety too enlightened to assume so absurd a position. What then 
did she mean? Was it that the anointing of the Holy Ghost was 
the crown of all other excellencies—the sanctifier of talents—the 
proper disposer of learning—the fountain of all genuine feeling, 
and the soul-of the only real pulpit cloguence?  [am_ fully per- 
suaded ‘she mtended to convey all this: at any rate, it is abun- 
dantly proved by facts. It appears in the history of every emi- 
nently useful minister, It was the great secret of the success of 
John and Charles Wesley. The former says of himself and brother, 
‘We were not very remarkable any way,” referring to their nat- 
ural qualifications ; yet how successfully God wrought by them. 
They lived and preached in the enjoyment of entire Holiness. 

It was the means by which Whitefield secured so remarkably 
the great end of all Gospel preaching—the salvation of souls. An 
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intimate cotemporary and friend says of the foundation of his entire 
efficiency, * It was not the excellence of his natural temper, not 
the strength of his understanding, not the force of his education ; 
no, nor the advice of his friends. It was no other than faith ina 
bleeding Lord; faith of the operation of God.” It was “a lively 
hope of an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away. = It was the love of God shed abroad in his heart by the 
Holy Ghost, given unto him. From this source arose that torrent 
of Lloguence which frequently bore down all before it. From this, 
that astonishing force of Persuasion which the most hardened sin- 


ners could not resist. "This it was which often made “his head as_ 


waters, and his eyes a fountain of tears.’ This it was which en- 

abled him to pour out his soul in prayer, ina manner peculiar to 

himself, with such fullness and ease united together, with such 
streneth and variety both of sentiment and expression. 

Under the same influence, Fletcher became a minister of the 

Word with power. One who knew him well has said, + [t was his 

| continued endeavor to draw up is own and every other spirit, to 

an immediate intercourse with God, And all his intercourse with 

me was so mingled with prayer and praise. that every employment 

and every meal was, as it were, perfumed therewith. — He often 


departure from him. But I waat to be filled with the fullness of 
his Spirit. I feel, sometimes, such gleams of light, as rt were 
wats of Heavenly air, as seem ready to take my soul with them 

| lo glory.” 
) St. Paul declares to us, (1 Cor ii. 4,) the secret of his success in 
the Corinthian church. « My speech and my preaching was not 
with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the 
Spirit and of power.’ And the special qualification which he 
promised the church at Rome to possess, when he came to ther, 

was, © the fullness of the blessing of the Gospel of Christ.” 

Such are, then, the declared facts concerning some of the most 
eminent preachers that ever lived. How much more dependent, 
' if possible, upon the “unetion”?smust those ministers be, who 
| have not the varied learning and ability of Wesley, nor the moving 
eloquence of Fletcher or Whitefield, nor the Apostolic gifts of 
Paul. How the world has felt the presence, for good, of such men 
dwelling under this holy influence! With it unlearned men have 
become wise to win souls : the educated, having laid their acquire- 
ments upon the altar that sanctifieth, have made knowledge a weapon 
of great power in God's service ; the talented have acknowledged 
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said, ‘It is a little thing so to hang upon God by faith, as to feel no | 
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their weakness and become strong, and men of small rifts have been 
made eloquent. _ Who of us, then, that ministereth in holy things, 
will not say, 


Give me Thy strength, O God of power, 
Then let winds blow or thunders roar ; 
Thy faithful witness will I be: | 
Tis fixed; I can do all through thee.” 


Newton, Jan. 7, 1846. | M. 


For the Guide to Holiness. 


CHRISTIAN UNION, 


Bro. Kine :—I send you an extract of a letter from my “ inva- 
lid friend ;” it 1s the gushing forth of a soul unto whom wearisome 
days and nights are appointed. “Tis swect to read the experience 
of a youth in the way of Holiness, and heartily do [ bid him God 
speed, but more deeply is my own soul engaged in hearing from 
those who have encountered many a_ fierce attack of the enemy, 
and can say, “ Thy grace is sufficient for me.” A Baprisr. 


«With pleasure I attempt once more to address you by the si- 
lent language of my pen, although I fear I shall be able to say but 
little to edify or comfort you. I now write amid the sound of 
many voices, and the oft unnecessary noise and confusion of the 
family in the discharge of domestic duties, which I find not a little 
distressing and fatiguing to this weak, shattered body and mind. 
Blessed be God, “he knoweth our frame, and remembereth that 
we are but dust,” consequently will lay no more upon his creatures 
than they are able to bear, and requires no more of us than we are 
able to perform. QO, fora heart at all times to improve, do, and 
suffer all with an cye single to His glory! I feel assured that even 
in the most minute events in life, whether by God’s ordering or 
permitting providence, our good and his glory is the ultimate de- 
sign. QO, for grace to know, and do, and suffer cheerfully all 
His holy will, and the language of our hearts ever be ‘even so, 
Father, for so it seemeth good i in thy sight.” ~~ Praised be his name, 
the time is not far distant: when we shall realize the fulfilment of 
the precious promise, “ what we know not now we shall know 
hereafter,” and even in the present life how often it is the case that 
the apparently dark providences of yesterday are revealed to us on 
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the morrow, and we are led to rejoice in all the way in which we 
have been led by the unseen guiding hand of our kind heavenly 
Father, too wise to err, too crood to afflict without a just cause, 
although He may see it needful through a part or even all of our 
pilgrimace, to lead us through dark and thorny paths ere we reach 
the promised Jand, to w alk with unde viating ste ps the golden 
streets of the new Jerusalem. — Blessed be God for the glorious 
gospel of salvation by Jesus Christ our Lord, and for his grace 
vouchsafed unto our souls, that enables us to look forward to the 
consummation of hopes and desires in the haven of eternal rest 
and blessedness, where the mind, unfettered by the clogs of sin 
and the flesh, and possessing immortal vigor, shall contemplate the 
precious truths of the glorious Gospel in all their length and breadth, 
in all their fullness. Jesus, the cross, salvation from sin, will then 
and there be themes of uninterrupted dehght forever and ever, 
“But while [look forward to the full realization of heavenly 
rest and blessedness, T would as much adore and magnify the riches 
of divine grace to sustain us, to enable us to rejoice even in tribu- 
lation while passing through this wilderness world. 
“What a fountain is opened in the glorious gospel plan of salva- 
tion! A full and free rede mption through the atoning blood of 
the Lamb. How adapted to sustain the suffering and toileworn 


pilgrims of earth! In the contemplation of its precious truths how. 


soon does puny self sink into insignificance in view of her nothing- 
ness and limited comprehension, how soon are finite powers 
swallowed up and lost in wonder, love and admiration, at the in- 
finitude of God’s love, wisdom, and power, and all the self-existent 
and adorable perfections of our compassionate, covenant-keeping 
God and Redeemer. «QO, the depth of the riches, both of the wis- 
dom and knowledge of God, how unscarchable, &ec.’ Precious, 
soul-sustaining Spirit. 

“ Notwithstanding our limited comprehension, our feeble powers 
of conception to fathom the love, power, or wisdom of our com- 
passionate God and Savior, [le ever has done and ever will do all 
things well, just right in his own best way and time, ‘ for God 1s 
love” ‘Thus may we rejoice evermore, and in every thing give 
thanks. ©, how blessed, amid all the changing vicissitudes of life, 
to plant ourselves upon the immutable promises of our dear } Savior, 
and feel that, through him, all is well. What a blessed Gospel is 
ours that brings such a sure antidote to all the tried, tempted, for- 
saken, suffering, afflicted disciples of Jesus. Init is a balm provided 
for every wound and sorrow, which, by sin, man is heir to. The 
Spirit will, [ doubt not, present to your mind the precious promises 
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applicable to each case mentioned; [ have not strength to do it; 
I can only exclaim, what but infinite wisdom, love, and power 
could have designed and executed a plan fraught with such bless- 
ings for guilty ‘suffering men. One so perfectly adapted to his 
wants as a helpless sinner, a child of sorrow. How the heart lin- 
vers at every step, and pants for a fuller realization of such bless- 
edness, and all along our pathway to the grave, they go before us 
like pillars of fire to ‘enlighten, counfort, and bless us, and with the 
efficacious blood of Jesus for our passport to introduce us into the 
presence chamber of our King, of Zion’s God and ours. To Je- 
sus, our all atoning high-priest, to Jesus the mediator of the new 
covenant, who still liveth to make intercession for us, who will be- 
ready to welcome us to those heavenly mansions at his own right 
hand, purchased for us with his most precious blood, and for all the 
blessings of the present life are we indebted to the same purchased 
salvation of the precious blood of Jesus. O, what infinite conde- 
scension! What heart would not melt at the thought, a Savior’s 
blood purchased my redemption, and the blessings [ am permitted 
to enjoy, from day to day, from hour to hour. O, for an angel’s 
tongue to sing his glorious praise. Shall we, can we, beloved sis- 
ter, ever be weary of our pilgrimage, though the way be set with 
thorns aad darkened with clouds: No, we will welcome every 
gale that wafts us onward and rejoice in every event that prepares 
us for tue glorious consummation of hopes and desires ii the 
haven of ciernal rest prepared for the believing faithful followers 
of the lunb. If we cannot always sing the victor’s song, yet we 
may always say, ‘L shall come off conqueror and more than cone 
queror through hin who has loved me and given himself for me.’ ’ 


HAPPINESS AND USEFULNESS OF JAMES B. TAYLOR. 


The editor of the New Tribute to J. B. Taylor, after several quotations from 
his diary, introduces the following just remarks: 


Ir it did not scem almost sacrilege here to interrupt such holy 
and happy thoughts as the last, and those which continue in this 
Diary oF THE HEART OF Brainerp ‘l'ayLor, as his Jour- 
nal might most justly be called, the writer would pause one mo- 
ment over the preceding extracts, which scem to have flowed from 
the calm, and mellowed, and deep-feeling soul of this remarkable 
disciple of Jesus Christ, ‘ho a silver rivulet gliding through a vel- 
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vet landscape of richest meadows. What eye can contemplate it 
and not see its moral beauty, and feel the hallowed influence of its ti Ag 
purity gather with its mellowing power over the sensibilities of the ; » | 
soul; And where is the mind capable of appreciating the loveli- Hob hs 
ness, and the beauty, and the sublime of moral fee Jing. but would | | | 
envy the happy state of the soul of James Taylor, as exhibited in bi | 

the unaffected and heart-developing narrative which has here been 7 
given? ‘There may be an exultation in the emotion which heaves it , 


the swelling bosom of the conqueror, as he stands on the field of 
battle and views the _Yanquished lying in their gore, and thinks of 
the glory that shall encircle the name which he “has a quired, and 
sive one further gem to his earthly diadem. And there is a gush | 
of ennobling emotion through the bosom of an intellectual being 
when he has reached the sume sought-for development whic ‘h | 
) ~ places him upon the proud pinnacle of intellectual greatness. But 
these are emotions which reach not the whole being of one consti- 
tuted with intellectual and moral powers. And, for myself, with 
happiness as the simple object of my search, T had rather be James | 


Taytor, walking at the dusk of evening in * a retired grove,” with 

his “ heart-breathings,” of a lovely, pure, benevolent, holy spirit— 
—-recollecting his suecessful efforts in Winning immortal souls to cease- 

less happiness, and urging others to the enjoyments of a holy life, } 

and himself exclaiming in the unaffected fullness of his bursting 

napry, 1x Gon!!” than to have been the 

hero of ancient Pharsalia, or the modern Alexander on the plains 

of Austerlitz, or Archimides in ancient science, ora Newton in 

modern philosophy. — [le had an intellect to perceive the relations 

and fitness of things physical and moral, and a heart that rejoiced 

when it perceived the coincidence between What was and what 

ought to be in a world of immortal and responsible, yet fallen in- 

| te Hligences. And with such perceptions and such feelings, he went 
forward to accomplish what, in the very nature of this world’s cir- 
cumstances, tt was desirable should exist. With the conscious- 
ness of suc h a course, and with his sympathies all alive with bene- 
volence towards his fellow-men, and of unfeigned love towards his 
God, he acted the fit part of an immortal spirit in its circumstances 
: of earth. And how could it be otherwise than that his soul should 
look forward with exulting anticipation to the bliss of heaven : He 
consequently was happy. And of all men the writer has ever be- 
held, he was the happiest. Suchis the testimony of all his ac- 
: quaintances. Such was the uniform testimony of his brilliant and 
| benevolent, and ever-beaming, but manly countenance. And look 

at his own secret testimony, in his private diary, of what is passing 
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through his heart. It seems almost unkind to such an unassuining 
spirit thus to unfold the sccret-breathings of his private hours, for 
which there can be no other apology than the prospect of en- 
kindling some kindred flame of religious sensibility in the hearts of 
others, and of leading to a like imitation of Christ in benevolence 
towards men, and of the soul’s entire devotion to God. 

The reader of this manuscript of private entries finds, as already 
exhibited, one continued glow of a soul exulting in its happy ap- 
proaches to its God. Even the heart-breakings over remembered 
errors, and contrition, deep as the feelings of a soul that appreci- 
ated the baseness of ingratitude, and neglect of generous kindness, 
from an unfailing friend can awake, in his case, all led to happi- 
ness of spirit, by adding to a generous soul like his, devouter at- 
tachment and deeper devotion on the return of that communion of 
spirit, which it was an ecstacy of misery to him, one moment to lose. 
“ Happy, happy, happy in God.” * Praise, praise, praise the God 
of my salvation,” are the two last periods we have quoted. And 
as we advance with this narrative, written as a private remembrance 
of his own devoitonal hours, we shall see the same high-wrought 
emotion of soul running through his recorded evidences of re- 
ligious enjoyment, which was sustained until his course on earth 
was ended, and Ins glowing spirit entered the upper courts as an 
immortal already trained to join, at once, in the elevated strains of 
a seraph in glory. | 

We might further pause here,-and dwell upon the preceding ex- 
tracts, as exhibiting another secret of Mr. Taylor’s success in urg- 
ing sinners to Christ. fe dwelled in his closet, upon the cireum- 
stances of their immortal spirits, and in connexion with the amazing 
love of Christ for his own soul, and for others, his sensibilities were 
enkindled. And having thus wrought his feelings up to what 1s 
but a natural state of a mind which appreciates the circumstances 
of an impenitent being, he went forth to talk alike to the crowded 
assembly and to the single individual. The sincerity of a heart 
thus imbued, and thus enkindled, flashed conviction upon those 
who heard him, and those with whom he conversed. ‘They saw, 
they felt; aud in very many instances, they acted in view of this 
perception and this feeling. 


THe person who is in the enjoyment of true spiritual hberty, 
is no longer enthralled by certain desires of a higher character 
than the appetites—such as the desire of society, the desire of 
knowledge, the desire of the world’s esteem, and the like. 
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liave mercy on me, O my God 

In loving kindness hear my prayer ; 
Withdraw the terror of thy rod ; 

Lord !in-thy-tender mercy, spare. 


Offences rise where’er I look ; 
But I confess their guilt to Thee: 
Blot my transgressions froin thy book, 
Cleanse me from mine iniquity. 


Whither from veneeanee can run? 


Just are thy judgments, Lord, and right: 


For all the evil I have done, 
I did it only in thy sight. 


Shapen in frailty, born in sin, 
From error how shall L depart ? 
Lo thou requirest truth within ; 


Lord! write thy truth upon my heart. 


Me through the blood of sprinkling make 


Pure from defilement, white as snow ; 
Heal me for my Redeemer’s sake ; 
Then joy and gladness [ shall know. 


A perfect heart in me create, 
Renew my soul in innocence; 
Cast not the suppliant from thy gate, 

Nor take thine Holy Spirit hence. 


Thy consolation, as of old, 

Now to my troubled mind restore ; 
By thy free Spirit’s might uphold 

And guide my steps to fall no more. 


Then sinners will I teach thy ways, 
And rebels to thy sceptre bring ; 
—Open my lips, O God! in praise, 
So shall my mouth thy goodness sing. 


Not streaming blood or purging fire, 
Thy righteous anger con appease ; 

Barnt-offerings thou dost not require, 
Or gladly | would render these. 


The broken heart in saeritice, 

Alone may thine acceptance meet; 
~My heart, @ God! do not ccspise, 
Broken and contrite, at thy feet. 
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48 GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


CHRIST THE PURIFIER. 


Mavacnti, iii. 2, 3. 


Ii that from dross would win the precious ore, 
Bends o’er the crucible with an earnest eye, 
The subtle, scarching process to explore, 
Lest the one brilliant moment should pass by, 
When in the molten silver’s virgin mass, 
Iie meets his pictured face as in a glass, 


Thus in God’s furnace are his children tried ; 
Thrice happy they who to the end endure! 
But who the fiery trial may abide? 
Who from the crucible come forth so pure, 
That He, whose eyes of flame look through the whole, 
May see his image perfect in the soul ?. 


Not with an evanescent glimpse alone, 
As in that mirror the refiner’s face, © 
But stampt with heaven’s broad signet, there be shown 
Immanuel’s features, full of truth and grace,— 
And round that seal of love this motto be, 
“ Not for a moment, but cternity !” 


~ 


THE CHRISTIAN MORE TITAN CONQUEROR. 


[ris appointed unto men once to die; there is no escaping it: 
but then, thank God, it is but once. Over every child in Chiist’s 
redeemed and pardoned family, “ the second death hath no power.” 
Once pass the narrow valley, and it shall open into a wide ex- 
panse of never-ending glory. Fear not, then, the approach of 
man’s last enemy ; but O, sce that you be ready for hira, see that 
vou have not to conflict with him alone. ‘“ None but Christ, none 
but Christ” can help you then; without him, the best spent hfe 

will make a shield that will drop into powder before the assault. 
~ You must be clothed in celestial armor, to meet uninjured the un- 
earthly attack. You must be ‘one with Christ and Christ one 
with you, to pass unharmed through the dark valley,’’ to stem “ the 
swelling of Jordan, to enter within the gates into the city.” But, if 
you are thus “ one with Christ,” though you may be the weakest 
man, or the most timid woman, or the feeblest child, you shall be 
made more than conqueror over Satan, sin, and death, and over 
every enemy between time and eternity —Blunt’s Life of Elisha. 


